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BALANCING ACT

laking inspiration from the landscape and incorporating ideas of biodiversity
and sustainability: :1¢=hig|1|_'| lames Basson has :1ppl'n:-.1 3y Iigltl towch toa
faturalistic g.:!l':’[ﬂr'l in southeast France bt for a harsh Mediterranean climate
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INBRIEF

What Maturalistic. drought-tolerant
garden with traditional terraces
and a commanding view of the
surrounding Eandscape,

Where Grasae, southesst France
Size One and a half acres

Soil Heavy clay with improved
drainage for planting.
Climate Maditerranean,
Hardiness ane UsLA 2

T

I Typically wild planting flaws down
towards a modern swimming

pool with the restored farmouse
mestied in the background, The
piece of lawn was requested as

a place of play and as a spot from
whilch to admire the spectacular
view of the surrounding hillsides



n the 20 or so years since James and

Helen Basson lounded Scape Diesign

they have grown into the landscape

of seuthern Franoe, carving a niche

for themiselves as desirable creators of

sensitive and sustainable design. 11 was
this reputation that in 2016 led w their being
commissioned to develop a one-and-a-half-
acre garden within a seven-and-a-half-acre site
on a hillside above Grasse. The main bady of
plamtiong that Nows through the garden’s terraces
is-mow in its fifth year, but rather than gaining
a settled permanence, the community of plants
remiains in a state of flux. As James is keen Lo
ermphasise, “the key word 15 change”

Set agmuinst a restored, stone farmhbouse, the
sweeping terrace wills lend both movement and
solidity 1o the sloping site. A Few Teatures such
its the swimmeng poet and the large retaining
willl had alreadly been built, but it was necessary
b triace new lerraces into the hillside. Scape
worked with the Gortina family from the nursery,
Gandissart and Fred Capponi of Grasse Jardins 1o
re-establish those familiar lines that are se much
a part of the visual vocabulsry of the Alpes-
Maritimes, While the plants bring fullness, it is the
agronomics of the surmounding landscape that
determine the ganden's cssential character,

B2

Alsove Thiese Large preces ot local
store bnmg the wild landscape
rightt i b e house: James @
ket Lo dtibanl Lhe ronct-chirriabes
that this ypeof landscapng
creatas, aliowing dilerend species
1oy oobomese atwaen The slines,

Scape’s approach to planting was once o
create aserics of matrices where plants are
allocated i a sen ratio w be rodled out acrmss
the site, Mow their plantings have become more
dynamic, As fames explains "It is really about
installing a process rather than painting a picture,”
This has been the natural progression as they
havee learned to work with, rather than against,
thee harsh comsitions of the Mediterranesus, but
it 15 also easy to read the influence of the great
designer and philesopher Gilles Clément and in
particular his concept of & ferdin en motnerent.

James admints that it was Clément who
gave himself and a generation of desigers
*permission to think more freely about landscape
and ccology”. Simplistically, in e jordine en
nrrovermend, the gardener steps lightly and allows
plants to place themiselves, shifting the pathways
through natural processes of self-seeding and
creeping growth. In this garden the planting has
o Jewrse, textural quality and even annuoal weeds
such as Hordenn jrebateern and Danews carota are,
while ned actively encouraged, a1 least enjoyed.
Scapee leans ever more lowards these free notions,
but there is recognition of compromise. As lames
nooepts, referencing the fitle of designer Thomas
Church’s 1955 book, "gardens are for people”.

T continue turn to page 87 |

Righd bAatore ene 2ot cdivg brees
puncluate tha site with REMRETOUS
et baceous planfings surrounding
areas of lawn. Unfortunately. thaze
Tty rerquare ireigalion, winch has
had a datrmmanial eliect on this

b gete celwmy brove s Rl loreground
that resents the wateriogped clay.



While the plants bring %40
fullness, it is the agronomics of
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Plants are allowed to place
themselves, shifting the pathways
through natural processes of
selﬁseecﬁ ng and creeping growth




The planting is really about
installing a process rather
than painting a picture




[ I principle, Scape b a steict rule of not
instailing irrigation systems and adheres as much
as possible toan autumn-planting window

that allows plants to establish over the coober
muonths reducing their need for waler through
the summer, Despile Scape's success many
clients struggle to accept this approach, with

the vorpcious swmmers instilling 2 “fear Bactor
B, beyond the water waste, irrigation in such

a hot climate i5 a false economy as it creates the
perfect conditions for fungus; which ravages the
hummdity-resenting mative species,

In this garden an obvious area of compromise
wre the irrigated areas of lush grass that surrsund
the pool. While much enjoyed by the clients’
family, this has had untoreseen conseguences
for the plantings on the slope below, which
lave grown too Jush and subsecquently plants
have died off more quickly. Established ofive
and fime trees have also suffered as theirroots
have hecmme waterlogged on the heavy day sail.
Fromn year two it has been @ constant process of
editing, lugely removing the overly successiul,
herbacenus clements to the current mii where
soft plumes of Stipe calimagrostis rse above the
many blue stars of Eryrgrm plano and sofi
clouds of Calwmintha nepeti. A lew cultivars
livwe Foned thiir way into e }ﬂi.l:liinpﬂ il'il.'|1|dil1g
Salvia rosearins Miss Jessop’s Upright’

providing decp-green verticals, and Salvia
azireat, an unusual addition from the dry
prairie of the LS midwest, which sofiens the
scene with willowy spives of the palest blue,

Drowsghit-tolerant planting is efien presentad
s oo maintenance, but this is misleading. 1F
well conceived, these designs certainly require less
attentbon than most; bul they still need a Band on
the tiller. A key to the suceess of this garden is the
clients’ imvestient in Scape’s maintenance regime
and the help of the artist gardener Vincent Schiva
and garden managee Ale ' Neill,

Muost of the plants iy the garden are native
anel therefiore well adapted to the extreme
summer drought, They have excellent sustainable
eredentials with over 8 per cent being sourced
from the small, organic lalian nurseey, Viviao
Ciancavare, and the rest from Montpelier-hased
master growers, Olivier and Clara Filippt, who
have done much to promote sustainalde planting
design. lames, wha describes Oflivier as a mentar,
hias always tried to adhene 1o his advice 1o " walk
the desert” — not jusl in the literal sense Lo plant
only drought-tolerant species, but also to be
steadfast in his cnvironmentalise peinciples. o

USEFUL INFORMATION
Find out mionz about Scape Desgpn s vwark at
scapedesignoomsen

Abowe bost Ereces withe s Earden
vt Madilporrane s species,
bt neared the houss, ines of the
Charusse Arer Gueerrdniug e
baah used to credte more formaliby
Somwelimiees calied the thdent mapes,
ik bree has phossy. groes beomes and
chewlopes o nich, aufunnn G

Left abave The large retamng

wil i Wl ponl pre-exs e, Bl
Scape develdped the upper terraces
a1 solt landscaping:, Feere the
snptdbsadls of B prgum playmen
contrast effectively wilh Hie st
plurries oF SE caamagrosts
catching the everg Sun

Laft below The loweg ines of
slomesscr b man ee ribbonn Hhraugh
liwe panclen and Across e agrarum
landscape. kames wirs parlioarky
mleasod Wil the cons oot ety
o thawsalls, v ot Baadl By docal
company Grasse Jardins, The pathes
e disereetly it with bespoke iphiing
by Jeas-Phihppoe Shesar, along-time
redlabaration wilh Scape Desgn



Mgt stermmed Acer buergananm create

o Ratherthan galnmg
=~ aseitled permanence,
&\ ) the community of plants
sremains in a state of flux;
. the key word is change
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